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1. With regard to the elements of the international application;* 
Lj ^ inte ™ationaI application as originally filed 
the description: 


, as originally filed 


, filed with the demand 
18 March 2005 (18.03.2005) 



the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 
pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 
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U ft. language of a translation furnished for the purposes of Internationa, search (und er Rule 23 1(b)) "** * 

LJ the language of publication of the international application (under Ru.e 48 3(b) 
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in the international application, the international 

U ^Wned in the international application in written form 
LJ filed together with the internationa. application in computer readable form 
LJ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form 

□ tT i?enf sequently to Ms Authority in computer readab,e { ° m - 
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[ 4 O The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/fig 
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Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 


2. Citations and explanations 

1 . Relevant document 
Dl : DE-A-606 029 

2. Claim 1 (device) 


1-9 


1-9 


1-9 


YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 


The subject matter of claim 1 is novel and inventive 
(PCT Article 33(2) and (3)). 

Dl is the closest prior art. Dl discloses a manually 
detachable clamping device 14 (page 3, lines 5-20) 
for guide blades of a turbine (page 1, line 21) . 

The turbine according to claim 1 differs from the 
turbine of Dl in that the root or head of each guide 
blade can be fixed by means of a manually detachable 
clamping device that is accessible from the 
combustion chamber. 


This feature is novel over the prior art. 

The technical problem is that of facilitating the 
removal of a turbine guide blade in order to reduce 
down time for repair, inspection and/or maintenance 
work. 
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This problem is solved by the aforementioned 
distinguishing feature in a novel and, for a person 
skilled in the art, non-obvious way. 

The prior art does not contain anything that would 
lead a person skilled in the art, proceeding from Dl, 
to the turbine of claim 1. 

The fact that each individual turbine blade is fixed 
in the turbine by means of a separate clamping device 
cannot be anticipated from Dl . Furthermore, the 
turbine blades in Dl cannot be removed individually 
through the combustion chamber owing to the fact that 
they are fixed in the welded guide blade ring. The 
solution in claim 1 is therefore considered to be 
inventive . 

3 . Claim 9 (method) 

The subject matter of claim 9 is novel and inventive 
(PCT Article 33(2) and (3)). 

Dl discloses a method for installing and removing 
turbine guide blades from which the method of claim 9 
differs in that the clamping device is reattached in 
a parked position. 

This feature is novel over the prior art . 

The technical problem is that of preventing the 
clamping device from accidentally falling out in 
order to reduce down time for repair, inspection 
and/or maintenance work. 
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This problem is solved by the aforementioned 
distinguishing feature. 

The prior art does not contain anything that would 
lead a person skilled in the art, proceeding Dl, to 
the method of claim 1. The method of claim 1 
therefore involves an inventive step. 

4. Dependent claims 2-8 (device claims) 

These claims are novel and inventive because they 
each dependent on a novel and inventive claim. 

5 . Observations 

5.1 Step d) in the method claim is vague owing to a 
grammatically incorrect phrase. The claim itself is 
therefore vague and unclear (PCT Article 6) . 

5.2 The description has not been brought into line with 
the amended claims. 
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